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paragraph in a ‘‘news’’ story than one 
that was on the front page of yester-
day’s Washington Post. Philip Rucker 
does not now deserve the title of jour-
nalist but, instead, should be referred 
to as a Democratic or leftwing hack. 

He wrote that a traditional President 
would have reacted carefully ‘‘to the 
London attacks by instilling calm, 
being judicious . . . and appealing to 
the country’s better angels.’’ Instead, 
he accused President Trump of react-
ing ‘‘impulsively . . . stroking panic 
and fear, being indiscrete with details 
. . . and capitalizing on it to advocate 
for one of his more polarizing policies 
and to advance a personal feud.’’ 

Apparently, Mr. Rucker is so blinded 
by hatred for the President he cannot 
see straight and has written one of the 
most unfair, one-sided articles I have 
ever read in a ‘‘news’’ story in what 
used to be a newspaper. 

f 

50TH ANNIVERSARY OF 
REUNIFICATION OF JERUSALEM 

(Mr. MESSER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. MESSER. Mr. Speaker, on the 
50th anniversary of the reunification of 
Jerusalem and on behalf of Hoosiers 
from Indiana’s Sixth Congressional 
District, I rise today to send my pray-
ers and best wishes to the Jewish state. 

It is our hope that the special rela-
tionship between America and Israel 
continues to be strengthened and to 
grow. Israel is our most important 
friend in that region of the world and 
among America’s strongest allies any-
where in the world. On this anniver-
sary, let it be reaffirmed that Indiana 
and America stand with Israel. 

The Holy City is a place of prayer for 
all people, and this day provides us 
with an opportunity to pray for the 
Jewish state. May it remain a beacon 
of light, representing democracy and 
freedom, and may peace and prosperity 
reign for its people. 

The eternal capital of the State of 
Israel, Jerusalem, is also a seat of par-
liament; and from one representative 
body to another, we say ‘‘Shalom’’ and 
‘‘God bless.’’ Our prayers are with 
Israel today, tomorrow, and always. 

f 

COMMUNICATION FROM THE 
DEMOCRATIC LEADER 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Honorable NANCY 
PELOSI, Democratic Leader: 

JUNE 5, 2017. 
Hon. PAUL RYAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives, U.S. 

Capitol, Washington, DC. 
DEAR SPEAKER RYAN: Pursuant to Section 

603 of the Department of State Authorities 
Act, Fiscal Year 2017 (Pub. L. 114–323), I am 
pleased to appoint the following individual 
to the Western Hemisphere Drug Policy 
Commission: 

Mr. Pete Gallego of Alpine, Texas 

Thank you for your attention to this ap-
pointment. 

Sincerely, 
NANCY PELOSI, 
Democratic Leader. 

f 

REAPPOINTMENT OF MEMBER TO 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE 
HARRY S. TRUMAN SCHOLAR-
SHIP FOUNDATION 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair announces the Speaker’s re-
appointment, pursuant to 20 U.S.C. 
2004(b), and the order of the House of 
January 3, 2017, of the following Mem-
ber on the part of the House to the 
Board of Trustees of the Harry S. Tru-
man Scholarship Foundation: 

Mr. DEUTCH, Florida 
f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until ap-
proximately 4:30 p.m. today. 

Accordingly (at 2 o’clock and 8 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess. 

f 
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AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. DUNCAN of Tennessee) at 
4 o’clock and 33 minutes p.m. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair 
will postpone further proceedings 
today on motions to suspend the rules 
on which a recorded vote or the yeas 
and nays are ordered, or on which the 
vote incurs objection under clause 6 of 
rule XX. 

The House will resume proceedings 
on postponed questions at a later time. 

f 

CONDEMNING VIOLENCE AGAINST 
PEACEFUL PROTESTERS OUT-
SIDE THE TURKISH AMBAS-
SADOR’S RESIDENCE 

Mr. ROYCE of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I move to suspend the rules and 
agree to the resolution (H. Res. 354) 
condemning the violence against 
peaceful protesters outside the Turkish 
Ambassador’s residence on May 16, 
2017, and calling for the perpetrators to 
be brought to justice and measures to 
be taken to prevent similar incidents 
in the future, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 354 

Whereas, on May 16, 2017, President Donald 
J. Trump hosted President Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan of Turkey, a longstanding NATO 
ally, for an official meeting at the White 
House to discuss counterterrorism coopera-
tion and bilateral issues; 

Whereas, on the evening of May 16, 2017, 
over two dozen protesters gathered outside 
of the Turkish Ambassador’s residence in 
Washington, DC, to demonstrate opposition 
to Turkish government policies; 

Whereas after hours of peaceful protest, vi-
olence erupted when pro-Erdogan supporters 
and individuals from the Turkish Embassy 
grounds pushed past District of Columbia po-
lice officers to brutally attack the dem-
onstrators; 

Whereas those Turkish officials blatantly 
suppressed the First Amendment rights of 
United States citizens, and multiple armed 
Turkish security officials beat, kicked, and 
choked unarmed demonstrators; 

Whereas multiple video recordings of the 
violence and reports by the Metropolitan Po-
lice Department of the District of Columbia 
and the Department of State confirm that 
the demonstrators did not instigate the vio-
lence; 

Whereas at least 11 individuals were seri-
ously injured in the ensuing brawl, with two 
individuals requiring immediate hospitaliza-
tion; 

Whereas separately, two armed Turkish se-
curity officers attached to a security detail 
were detained for physically assaulting Fed-
eral agents; 

Whereas those two Turkish security offi-
cers were later released and subsequently al-
lowed to leave the United States because 
they held Derived Head of State immunity; 

Whereas the Department of State did not 
request that Turkey waive the immunity for 
these two security officers in order to fully 
investigate the assault prior to their being 
released from custody; 

Whereas a joint criminal investigation 
into the incident is ongoing with the com-
bined efforts of the Washington Metropolitan 
Police Department, the United States Secret 
Service, and the Department of State Diplo-
matic Security Service; 

Whereas at no point was President 
Erdogan in danger; 

Whereas immunity for diplomatic per-
sonnel and certain other foreign officials is a 
core principle, as is the right to protest 
peacefully and freely in the United States; 

Whereas this is the third instance of vio-
lence perpetrated by members of Turkish 
President Erdogan’s security detail in 
United States territory; 

Whereas in 2011, a brawl erupted in the 
halls of the United Nations General Assem-
bly between members of Turkish President 
Erdogan’s security detail and United Nations 
security officers, resulting in one United Na-
tions security officer being hospitalized due 
to serious injuries; 

Whereas in 2016, members of Turkish Presi-
dent Erdogan’s security detail engaged in 
unwarranted violence against journalists re-
porting on an event at the Brookings Insti-
tution; 

Whereas Secretary of State Rex Tillerson 
said on May 21, 2017, that the violence out-
side the Turkish Embassy was ‘‘outrageous’’ 
and ‘‘simply unacceptable’’; and 

Whereas the right to assembly, peaceful 
protest, and freedom of speech are essential 
and protected rights in the United States: 
Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That it is the sense of the House 
of Representatives that— 

(1) the rights to peacefully assemble and 
freely express one’s views are essential to 
the fabric of American democracy; 

(2) the Turkish security forces acted in an 
unprofessional and brutal manner, reflecting 
poorly on President Erdogan and the Govern-
ment of Turkey; 

(3) any Turkish security officials who di-
rected, oversaw, or participated in efforts by 
Turkish security forces to illegally suppress 
peaceful protests on May 16, 2017, should be 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 02:36 Jun 07, 2017 Jkt 069060 PO 00000 Frm 00004 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K06JN7.007 H06JNPT1


		Superintendent of Documents
	2019-04-13T15:00:05-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




